Organizing an
Anti-Trapping Campagn
[A Step-l-StepNorkbook]

The following is a step-by-step outlinehelp yowrganize raanti-tapping aapaign. Wile it isby no means
exhaustivahese steps Wderve aa useful gde for first-tine and seasonal activisitseavho want to wik on an
anti-trapping campaign andinudttely, end thesa of cruel tgs in our country.

A) Choose between the bastypes of anti-trapping campaigs:

“ Targed Qapaigns

Targetedampaigns haachigher succeasge because they focnsan increnental changs) that may appear
reasoabk toall inteeste partes. An effott to oulaw egholdiraps with serrated teethais examplefa
targeted ecapaign.)

‘* Broaddreion Campais

Broadereform campaigns have a logtarcess rate basa they seek broad changdsihg appear more
radica They wilincur grearopposition fom trapping and miing ineress thatvield aremendos amoant
of power athe shte ad fedeal levés. (A otal ba on the us of all bog-grippingraps is an exnple of a
broader-reform campaign.)

* Eduddonal Gapaigns

If trapping, hunting, agriauthl, and other reéat interests are so wellrenthed that even tlsmallest
incrementathange (or target canpaign) maye impossibJean edcationhcampagn highlighhg the
negativesf wildlifetrappng maybe theway to 9. The shat-term gal isto bring attetion to the isse and
educatehe publk. The hopesithathe canpaign wileducte thepublicas to why crueldps are not needed
andone dhy setiment wil change roudh to allowfor sane impovements. (Apublic-sevice canpaign, with
billboards, radio, and direct mailnigxample of an educational paign.)
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B) Decide on the spedic anti-trapping campaign:

Whichevettype ofcampan is mourdd, evg/one involed musagre on the r@gonaleand antipaed
outcomeUnless thee arepelled otifrom the beginmg, advistswho haveallied in spport of a state
legislativeill may beome digiusionedand evenragry whenftey discoer the dl had no chace ofpassing
(morelikely witha broader reform camign). Similarly, agsts seeking incremental charggety as a ban
of a paticulartype otcruekrap shouldoe awae thatjf they win, trapping will likely continudweither types
of trapsthat may b everworsethan tre trap tley outlaved (maoe likely wih a targed campign).

Whendecidng the type dcampagn tomount keep in imd thatanythinghatmakes moredifficult and/or
expensive for trappers to continug giacourage mangppers from trapping altoget.

Ideas for Anti-Trapping Campaigns on a LocalLev

Banalltrapingn youcity— most d@ywide trgping bans arena@d to “proect peom, childen, and
companion animals.”
Ban the salefall fur products ingqur city or county — argat way to get the “issua’the media.

Ideas for Anti-Trapping Campaigns on & $iavel

Limitthe us# body-gripping trapblarignds- could bgositionedo addess theahgers bodgripping
traps pose to domestic ansrand threatened and endangered species.

Prohibsprirtgne t@ping— remindstate commissionehet it isbiologially ursoundand imumaneo

kill animals in thespring, leang youngd stave to dath.

Shosrrtrap-check snmestatepmg rgulatins— trgp-checkitmes shad not beany longer than 24 hours.
Mandate that trappers receive written@eapissigumivate lands

Reque trappeto postrsgvhemaps are set

Mandatermpetency traimgiestsrftrappers

Reque trappeto repdhe nmber obn-érget amals tigped andlkd

Make it legal forappers td @&l fom amals tiged forgutator Gnusance” ¢an prposes

Restriar prohibit the o3 in lgh-use recreationalamash as campgrounds, hiking and sk, tra
roads, residences, or other developesl. area

Limit the sezof trapschthe maber ofatps onepper can set

If you're not s which campaign will be best for youasdun, call APl aB(6) 447-&b.

Notes:
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C) Starting an anti-trapping campaign:

1.

Gather your information

Requst from yourstae wildlie agency— usully fromthe “fubeare biologist:

Staterapping laws
Staé trgping regations

Your staé wildlie agency publiations onrapping, inading is rulesandnformadion provded in
any tapper edeation ourseifi which youmay wat to enoll)

Statisticen thenumberof trgpping licensassuednumberof animés trpped by reeatonal and
commecial trgppels, andrecen pelt picesfrom furbuyer epots

Populaibn dataon furberer poplationsm the sate on’t be arpried if heagency tsditle or no
such inbrmaton)

Repatsof all trapping-related lamf@rcement actions and amjlpc complaints abouspping filed
with the agency in recentrgea

Informationon non-targt aninals caght intrapgagan, the gency mahave ttleor no infornation,
but its worh havinghis factn writng)

Contat veterirariansand reuest:

Repats of trap+elatedinjuries, ncludng photograpls or videotag and gt permssion to use the
names oényone invekd wih the inciént

Contat wildlife retabilitators ad requets

Repats of trgp-relagd injures, inclding photognahs or vide@pe andyeé permssion to ge the
names oényone invekd wih the inciént

Search newspaper databaseshe Internet for sties about:

Domesic pets ochildren haned byraps
Incidents 6 public outcry wan a wild amnal has beespotted caught ia trap

Find one o more bngtime advistsfrom yaur area ath ask abut:

Trapping initiatives thafive been done in the past

Informationabout yarr state willife ageny, itstrappingorogramandany “friendly” or “unfriendly”
employees who work there
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2. Set the scope of your campaign

It's veryhard o run anytype of‘absolu¢” campegn. Chanes arequ will not be able to ban all types
of trappingand will hee to conisler soméexceptdns.” To figire odwhatthose nghtbe, ask yoursel

If my campaign suasas, how will it affect .
* Homeowrers/landlordsvhotraprats and mice?

» Backyatgardenershobatle woodchucks, gophers, or moles?

*“Nuisance’andpestcontrol companies?

* Farmers and ranchers whp ttaimals to ptecttheirlivestock/cops?

» Sciensts or wdlife biologistswho trg certan speciesof reseh/reloation/reintrodicton
purposes?

» State andederalprogams that @p aninals tlat nay preyupon threatened and endangered
species?

* Program thatrap aimals ostensibly to protect public treaittd safety?

» Neighborhood beautification and hist@reserw#on grous who battle “nisance” amals at
someofthesitegsheymaintain?

Learnabout “non-lethal wildlife control.” Think abdwe exemptions that can be containgde laguage
of the anttrgopingmeasuréiat you areampajning for hat wold saisfy hese gragus concernsivile stil
meeing your mission. Always makeesyou kow the preen humane meths for resaling wildife
conflicts so yar do nd inadwertenty endose a metbd thd is even creler tran the me(s) ya seek to
eliminate.



API's Ant-Trapping Vidrkbook
(Page 514)

. Determine the legislativenistraticre means ofiaghjeur goal

Fortargedampangcalling for a moderate changeapying regulations, staith the stategency
For broaelr rerm capaignbypass the agency and go directhetlegislature

(Notethat a sitewide tygping change requires thatrysiate legisiate or stat wildife agacy
implemat the change. In general, the latyistcan endaowildlife lave at wil. Howeve, in may
stateghe legislature h&ssued a broathiandate fothe execuve brank of governrant to aopt
regulionsas necessay protect the tate’s naral resurces This meanshe statevildlife agency
and its oversight board or commission can redrdgping as it sees)fit

Forlocatampgnsyou wi have & work wih thecity council, canty board of sugrvisors, bsome
other local government entitested withhe authorityd implement and amend laws

In 24 statequbliballotritiativeallow he publido proposerad vote on bt mesurs, inclding
changem trapping laws. Between 19802000, voters in fivagts (AZ, &, CO, MA, WA) passed
initiativedanning or ’riding tapping pracesKnow thaballotinitiatves a& a huganderaking,
espeially statewid, andrequire ayreat amont of maey an widesprea suport.

» Whatever roetyou take — ate legislata, statavildlife agency, or local governmentheset wll
alreadye procedes in plae for intoducingandconsidering proposéalvs o reguatiors. Askabout
and learn these procedures.

* Legislative bodiesayalso have attorneysdable to help you dratiy proposed law or ordinance.
» Seek an influential sponsor for youasuee, ideally a power$tae or local legislator who can be a

hugeboost toyour campaign. Alseek adce fom othemgroups omidividwals thareguarly lobbythe
legislature orate wildlife agency.
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4. Reachitdo bies
Developing a broad base of support will greathasepaur ctance fo succes. Set upneetirgs with
thefollowing goups and @sent gur anttrgppingcampajn. Yourgoal isd asktiem to ginon as an

endorserBefore witing your lawor reglation,you shold contatkey goups inyour stater local area
to make surédneir concerns are addressed. Then theyrar® $1¢ on your side.

Startwith the most likely allissichas animal and @nonmentahdvocay organiationsFind nameand
numbers for:

« LocalAnimalShelter& HumaneSocieties

* Veterinarians andldiiferehabitiaionindividalsandorganizatios

Next contat orgarzations Wwo might ned a lile moe convincingo sign on asn al to yaur
campajn. These grqus are importantbecaus not only vl theyprovide avide rageof sugport, but
they will help your campaign to be perceived @ ‘imainstream.” Find names aumbers for:

*«Homeowneandneighborhoodroups

* Organic and naturarmers

» Civicandreligousorganizatios

* Progessve pditicalpartiesuchasheGreerParty

» Well-knowrand/orinfluentid individuals in your area

* Other
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5. The elements of the campaign

The two main components of any anpfinag campaign are:
a) educatg the general public; and,
b) convincing decision-makers to enact the changeskou se

Mostpeople hava basicndersanding thetrappingwildlifeis crug even if they dot oppcse it. You may
find people who belre tappingor specificraps, are outlawed arhin fact they aret or who [elieve that
trappingdoes not oa on pubk lands Wwen in fatit does. Youchallage is to mvide hese peopleith

factudinformation. Educatg the general public can also help you convince the decision-makers.

Notesn Resireefoil rapimg Irdrmatio

Crediblity is your key to succeGsimpaigns must be basadads, nd miscacegions. Remerher, f your
credbility begns to @ode,so wil your support.
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Using the media

Localmedia — newspers, radio, ®lision,even the Interne— can play a mar role n heping your
messagreach both tb generalyblic and the ecisioamakers. Start by piamng a foldefor the media that
containgoncisedct shets andelevat informdion abotiyourcampan. Youifolder,or “campaign press
kit,” should cordtin:

A simple “oerview that explains yawcampagn

“ Alist of the knd of traps ttat are legl in Your state

A list of the peces thattiis le@l to trapin yaur state

Make it clear mat your campaign will dogieban body-gripping traps for wildlife)

Makeit clearwhat yair campign will nodo (e.g.will sill keep lgal livetrapssuch asagesar
solving conflicts with wildlife)

The actuakixt of your measel

If your opposition speaks out against your proposal, prepataittafact sheet wit sucaict
responss to their critisims

Any relevat newspapeartides or giries hat réate b your cmpaign€.g., ®rieson companion
animalr childrea who have beeharmedr killedby the ypes ofriaps yowseekd ban)

Always hee one or mre knowldgeable psons avtable v speak h the nedia abauyourcampain.
How to get the media interested n coveling your campagn

Encoungenews covageby notifying the media of a specifiergysuch as a public demaoatsin, or a
legislave or adhinistativehearing on yaproposal.

Be prepard to cordact hemedia immediately if a trapg tragedy acurs in your are.anyonealers you
to a situaon in whichan animiawild ordomest, has ben broughin with tap injuies, chek itout, ad
then notify the maia.

Evenwhen the redia haw litle or no inteest n your cepaign, liere ag still vays foryou to gt your
messag out:

“  Submit “Leters to the Editor’rad “Guest Opinion” articles
Many paps have Speak Otl phone line wheregadersnay vaie opinions
If a nevepaper hephone-in or eail polls, sgggesa poll wih a qustion on tapping

Radioand television stations also offexir own versionsf gublic forums. Inestigee wha is
available and use thessdia outletotadvance your cause

Submitstories, opinions,ral leters to onthe mediautlds as wll

Diligentand consisnhtuse oftiese forms can ingensivelkeep a capaign befre the phlicand gaerate
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continuedsupport for your goals. Betmember thahedia will probably present “the othde” as wll.
Anticipate this and include solidg$abat will conter those given by the other side.

Taking your messa@ to the public

In additon to usingthe medh, ya can reeh thepulic directly in as nray wayssayou ca think of For
example:

Tableat busydcatians (alvays ckck to ge if ya need germt from thepolice deprtment)

Leaflet dung other demonstrations and publibgangs, like free concerts in the park

Contatsocid civig and dber grops and ofr to povide a spker br upconmg meengs
“  Otherideas

When engaging the public, always have printedahavailde. Your handouts should include:

Very simply, what it is ypuopose
“  What hey can doothelp

How they can contact you or yguoup in the fute

If you hae a spedif legislative or regubay proposal under consideration, tell the public how they
can contact the decision-maak(by mail, enhgohone, &ax) to epresssuppat for your measure

When tabling, some of the things you'll wahave include:

“  The alove landaut

Postcard®or pager avadble vith pens aml extrachais so ndividualscan i down and write a
suppative rote to the decsionmaker(s

Try to ind a lochon with acces® eletricity so you aabring a TV/V@R and contiuouslyshow
trapping footage (avable from API).

Your goal isd maketieasyor people to act right awayhen they ammotivated. Piions and emails are
not especit efective sinceltey carr litle weightvith detsion-makrs, whik is why proding paperrad
pensto wrie a notésimportant. Even presfmatted léers thatequire only signatte do not hal nearly
as muchrifluerce as prsoral conmunicdion from a caostituen.

Taking your messag to decison-makers

In the end, a relaéily small body of elected or appointed dffizidl decide the fate wbur measuré.
yourds a state bill utill be assigned to a legislatoramitee probllydealing vti natiral esoures and/or
agricultuefor ahearingrad vote bore itcan poceel to thefull legishture. Makevery attapt to mest with
eachdecision-raker inperson to cusstte merg of youmproposal antb answeany gesions heor she
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mayhave When gending hese memgs, t's inportantto bring éongone or moe constituents as Wwasé
any influential supporser

If a public hearing is scheduled, rally yqposiers to atind and arrange for witnesse$ wiverse
backgrounds to téfst Some examples include:

“ Arancher who uses non-lethal techniquesdnsté@ps to detgredators

“ A personwhose companionanimal was jared or killd in a trap

“ A veterinarian who has seen the injuriepaan inflict

“ A hiker orildlife phobgrapher Wwo doesn’tvant taps plaed near &ail

“ A biologist who can address the impact&pping on endangered species

If there $ no publicheanng kut a vote iso take fpace, ve as marsupprtersas pasille atten. Distibute
pinsthey ca wearpr providesometmg to lethe dersion-makrs knowthata larg@umber of people care
about the issug&his public display of support for “our side” caacatheir vote.

Even a “win” does not mean it's over

If you win, celebrate!Buake surto plan your next move — such asdjng againanylegal or legislative
challengéo yoursuccesful neasug. If you lose,ake dlyou hae learng duringthe canpaign angut it to
gooduse when you tggain — as you should! Also, remenhiaérybu educad anumbe of people with
yourmessag) Pubtieducation is key tiod succesd any anti-trapping campaign and, avey, an educed
public can push for positive changes for animals!

The campgn to endhe trgping of wildfe willbe long and ditul, with both wins iad losses alore
way. But nothing will be accomplishedéinapts are not adeagain and again. We may lose sorthesbat
but, with hard workral dedication, we will makestplanet a kinder and gentler place for wildlif
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Notes:
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Notes:

ANIMAL

PROTECTION

INeTITuTE For more information aboutapping anavhat you can do, check cARI's web
PO b 2550 ezt CA9S82 siteswww.banaieltaps.conandwww.api4animals.org

1122 S Street, Sacramento, CA 95814

Ph.916.447.3085 * Fx. 916.447.3070
www.apidanimals.org * info@apidarimals.org




