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EU poised to ban trading in cat and dog fur i
Fri 17 Nov 2006 15:48:36 GMT
BRUSSELS, Nov 17 (Reuters) - Think twice about buying a cuddly soft toy this Christmas -- it could be
made from dog fur.
Next week, the European Commission plans to call for an EU-wide ban on trading in cat and dog fur to
consolidate what several national governments have already prohibited for years.
"There is evidence that cat and dog fur is being put on the European market either disguised as synthetic
fur, or other types of fur, or in an undeclared way," it said in a statement.
"EU consumers have expressed their firm opposition to the trade and sale of fur from cats and dogs.
National bans from different member states have proved insufficient to tackle this global problem," it said.
Animal rights groups say some 2 million cats and dogs are killed in Asia each year, especially in China, for [ T
their fur which is imported into Europe under false labels. a MDbI'E

The traders claim that their products are either fake fur or exotic Asian species, for making soft toys,
blankets, coats and fur trims on hoods. At present, only a handful of EU countries such as Belgium,
Denmark, France, Greece and Italy block these imports. Sweden has for years sought an EU ban.

The Commission, the EU executive, is expected to back a proposal on Monday that would ban EU trading
in cat and dog fur.

That proposal, presented by EU Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner Markos Kyprianou, would
then be debated by EU agriculture ministers.

© Reuters 2007. All Rights Reserved.
Click to learn more

Reuters.co.uk: Help | Contact Us | Advertise With Us | Mobile | Newsletters | RSS [ | Widgets | Interactive TV | Labs | Site Index

Reuters Corporate: Copyright | Disclaimer | Privacy | Products & Services | Professional Products Support | About Reuters | Careers

International Editions: Arabic | Argentina | Brazil | Canada | Chinese Simplified | Chinese Traditional | France | Germany | India | Italy | Japan
| Latin America | Mexico | Russia | South Africa | Spain | United Kingdom | United States

http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/CrisesArticle.aspx?storyld=L17144370&WTmodLoc=World-R5-Alertnet-3 Page 1 of 1



